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1 . Claims 1-1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: The term "can 
be" in claims 1 and 10 should be changed to -being — or -is-. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 3 and 10-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Morito (US. 2003/179679). 

Morito discloses a record carrier (fig. 1) comprising a plurality of stacked layers 
(205,206,207; see figs. 2- 4,17), the optical properties of at least a part of the stacked 
layers being changeable by applying heat (par. 122), thereby providing a stack of optical 
property changing layers, so that a visible pattern can be written on the record carrier by 
applying a laser beam (par. 131 ) to an upper surface (208) of the stacked layers, 
wherein, depending on the power of the laser beam (paragraphs 124,177-183), the 
laser beam is able to reach the lower layers (205) of the stack of optical property 
changing layers, wherein the temperature (see fig. 4) required to induce an optical 
property change [claim 1 reads: increases] decreases from the upper to the lower 
optical property changing layers as set forth in claims 1 , 3 and 10-11. 

Morito does not disclose that the record carrier in that the temperature required 
to induce an optical property change increases (decrease in Morito) from the upper to 
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the lower optical property changing layers while in D1 the temperature decreases from 
the upper to the lower optical property changing layers. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the invention was 
made to modify the record carrier of Morito such that the temperature required to induce 
an optical property change increases instead of decrease through an obvious routine 
lab experimentation and optimization in order to improve the optical properties of the 
record carrier. 

3. Claims 2 and 4-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allen T. Cao whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7569. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs (7:30 - 6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ANDREA WELLINGTON can be reached on (571) 272-4483. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Allen T Cao/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



/A. T. C.I 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



